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Environmental Protection Agency § 25.2

and serve a copy of the final adminis-
trative order. If the Regional Adminis-
trator finds the initial order appro-
priate as originally issued, the final de-
cision shall declare the initial adminis-
trative order to be a final order, effec-
tive upon service of the final decision.
If the Regional Administrator declares
that the initial order must be with-
drawn, the signatory official on the ini-
tial administrative order will file and
serve a withdrawal of the initial ad-
ministrative order. This may be done
without prejudice.

§ 24.20 Final agency action.
The final decision and the final ad-

ministrative order are final agency ac-
tions that are effective on filing and
service. These actions are not appeal-
able to the Administrator.

PART 25—PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
IN PROGRAMS UNDER THE RE-
SOURCE CONSERVATION AND
RECOVERY ACT, THE SAFE
DRINKING WATER ACT, AND THE
CLEAN WATER ACT

Sec.
25.1 Introduction.
25.2 Scope.
25.3 Policy and objectives.
25.4 Information, notification, and con-

sultation responsibilities.
25.5 Public hearings.
25.6 Public meetings.
25.7 Advisory groups.
25.8 Responsiveness summaries.
25.9 Permit enforcement.
25.10 Rulemaking.
25.11 Work elements in financial assistance

agreements.
25.12 Assuring compliance with public par-

ticipation requirements.
25.13 Coordination and non-duplication.
25.14 Termination of reporting require-

ments.

AUTHORITY: Sec. 101(e), Clean Water Act, as
amended (33 U.S.C. 1251(e)); sec. 7004(b), Re-
source Conservation and Recovery Act (42
U.S.C. 6974(b)); sec. 1450(a)(1), Safe Drinking
Water Act, as amended (42 U.S.C. 300j–9).

SOURCE: 44 FR 10292, Feb. 16, 1979, unless
otherwise noted.

§ 25.1 Introduction.
This part sets forth minimum re-

quirements and suggested program ele-
ments for public participation in ac-

tivities under the Clean Water Act
(Pub. L. 95–217), the Resource Con-
servation and Recovery Act (Pub. L.
94–580), and the Safe Drinking Water
Act (Pub. L. 93–523). The applicability
of the requirements of this part is as
follows:

(a) Basic requirements and suggested
program elements for public informa-
tion, public notification, and public
consultation are set forth in § 25.4.
These requirements are intended to
foster public awareness and open proc-
esses of government decisionmaking.
They are applicable to all covered ac-
tivities and programs described in
§ 25.2(a).

(b) Requirements and suggested pro-
gram elements which govern the struc-
ture of particular public participation
mechanisms (for example, advisory
groups and responsiveness summaries)
are set forth in §§ 25.5, 25.6, 25.7, and
25.8. This part does not mandate the
use of these public participation mech-
anisms. It does, however, set require-
ments which those responsible for im-
plementing the mechanisms must fol-
low if the mechanisms are required
elsewhere in this chapter.

(c) Requirements which apply to Fed-
eral financial assistance programs
(grants and cooperative agreements)
under the three acts are set forth in
§§ 25.10 and 25.12(a).

(d) Requirements for public involve-
ment which apply to specific activities
are set forth in § 25.9 (Permit enforce-
ment), § 25.10 (Rulemaking), and § 25.12
(Assuring compliance with require-
ments).

§ 25.2 Scope.
(a) The activities under the three

Acts which are covered by this part
are:

(1) EPA rulemaking, except non-pol-
icy rulemaking (for example publica-
tion of funding allotments under statu-
tory formulas); and State rulemaking
under the Clean Water Act and Re-
source Conservation and Recovery Act;

(2) EPA issuance and modification of
permits, and enforcement of permits as
delineated by § 25.9;

(3) Development by EPA of major in-
formational materials, such as citizen
guides or handbooks, which are ex-
pected to be used over several years
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